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The International Baccalaureate program focuses on fostering
critical thinking and building problem-solving skills, while
encouraging diversity, international mindedness, curiosity, and a
healthy appetite for learning and excellence.
An IB education provides students distinct advantages as they
enter a world where asking the right questions is as important as
discovering answers. For over 50 years, our global community of
world class educators and coordinators engage with more than
1.4 million students in over 5,300 schools across 158 countries.
Source: ibo.org
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Shore Regional High School has many
academic and extracurricular activities for
students, but one of the most promising
programs is the International Baccalaureate
(IB) Program.
The IB Program is a global academic
program that focuses on teaching students to
think critically and independently, and how to
inquire with care and logic. According to
ibo.org, ?IB prepares students to succeed in a
world where facts and fiction merge in the
news, and where asking the right questions is
a crucial skill that will allow them to flourish
long after they?ve left our programmes.?
IB curricula are taught in more than 5,000 schools
globally every day, in more than 150 countries around the
world.
Vanessa Miano, the IB
Program Coordinator at Shore,
said, ?The strength of the IB
program is that it puts learning in
the context of actual phenomena,
whether it relates to Math,
History, English, or Dance.
Particularly in that it forces
students to create original bodies
of work that show what they?re
learning.?
The IB program allows
students to express themselves in a broad manner with a
variety of assessment tools, as opposed to a more
traditional test like the one given at the end of an
Advanced Placement (AP) course. Students have the
option to sample IB courses, or focus on earning their IB
diploma, which has a series of added
benefits.
?Some colleges have published
solicitations for IB diploma students,
giving credits,? explained Miano. ?With an
IB diploma, some colleges will give one
year?s worth of credits.?
For example, said Miano, Barnard
College in New York offers up to 30 credit
hours for IB diploma scores of 30 or
higher (the highest score a student can
obtain is a 45). Towson State University in
MD gives 30 credits for completing the IB diploma, and
freshmen receive sophomore status. At The University of
Tampa, one year of credit may be given, based on scores
received in the IB diploma program.
?The IB Program is designed for an academically
motivated student who is going to work hard,? she said.
?At the same time, it is an open access program, meaning

there are no specific grade restrictions to apply.
However, this is an honors-level series of courses.
It is designed for a motivated and diligent young
person who is really interested in learning.?
Some aspects of the IB program that
differentiate it from other courses, are the
requirements of an Extended Essay (which Miano
said is a huge benefit for college-bound students),
Creativity, Activity and Service, and Theory of
Knowledge course. Beyond those requirements,
students follow the curriculum to complete
standard level (equivalent to honors) or higher
level (equivalent to AP) courses to complete the
diploma requirements.
According to Miano, ?IB diploma students are more
likely to enroll in college, get into a more selective
college, stay in college, and graduate.
Students reported that they felt
prepared by the diploma program for
college, specifically related to
analytical writing.?
Added benefits of an IB diploma
include, ?the skills of writing, reading
critically, defending your position,
debating. When students are tested,
it?s by people outside the school and
rubrics are uniform across the world.
You are being measured against every
other young person taking this class
across the world. You have a realistic sense of how you?re
performing. If someone in Taiwan is asked the exact same
question, and an examiner in Italy is scoring both, it?s a
highly equitable grading process.?
Miano emphasized that the IB program supports and
accommodates students with individual educational plans
and other modifications to their learning based
on special needs.
?The only stipulation is the child has to do
the work,? said Miano, adding that a blend of
college prep and honor?s level courses would
best help prepare students in ninth and tenth
grade to best prepare for the IB program
beginning in junior year.
?The international perspective and
appreciation for other cultures cannot be
undersold in today?s world, which is so
divided and at odds across political and geographic
spheres,? concluded Miano. ?What can we expose
students to in a global context to allow them to appreciate
the world better and not be narrow-minded, ignorant high
school graduates? Don?t we want our high school
graduates to be open-minded people with a sense of
altruism? IB is very equitable and really gives students a
2 chance to shine across multiple expression pathways.?

Note: Photos taken pr ior to the 2020-2021 school year.
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Hear fromCurrent IBstudents:

Senior M atthew M axcy
Favorite Part: That we are able to
focus on the IB tests and do not have
to worry about money for paying for
them or about studying for the other
finals at the school.

Senior K ather ine Dr abeck
Favorite Part: I like the challenge it
brings and the way that the
teachers are able to push us to be
our best but they?ll always be there
for us if we need assistance.

What doShoreAlumni Think?

Pet er Ri gh i , Ed.D.
I n t er i m Super i n t en den t

What should freshmen know about
IB? That it is very challenging and
no matter the stress you may go
through, it genuinely gives you so much knowledge and
understanding to new skills and abilities in your education.
Also, colleges consider grades in these classes during the
application process as they are considered college level
classes.

Most Challenging: The Internal
assessments
What should freshmen know about IB? They should
know that it is a lot of work and it requires a lot of
dedication but when all is said and done you feel very
accomplished knowing that you did all of it.

Cor ey Low el l
Busi n ess Adm i n i st r at or
Di n een Seel ey, Ed.D.

Why should freshmen join IB? To give themselves a
challenge, but also be able to have a bright future ahead of
them. You learn many different skills and gain a lot of
knowledge from all your classes. The teachers guide you all
the way through and they will always understand how much
stress you go through, and it will always work out in the end
and for college. Make sure to stay focused, do not
procrastinate, and always do your best on the work.

Why should freshmen join IB? It looks really good for
colleges since you are taking a level above an honors
class. It also prepares you for the college type work
with lectures and different projects and assignments that
you are given. It teaches you how to manage your time
very efficiently as well

SHOREREGIONAL
HIGHSCHOOLDISTRICT
ADMINISTRATION

Regi on al Di r ect or of
Cur r i cul um &
I n st r uct i on
Vi n cen t G. Dal l i Car di l l o
Principal

Senior K r issy Bir dsall
Benefits after Graduating:
College credit;
introduction into
higher-level learning;
learning material I need for
a college course

H ar r y S. Ch ebook j i an
Assist ant Principal
At hlet ics & Co-Curriculars

Most Challenging: The Internal assessments

Pet er Br uccol er i

What should freshmen know about IB? They
should know the benefits when they first come
into school so they have the most amount of
time to decide whether the program is right for
them.
Why should freshmen join IB? IB classes are
some of the best high-level classes someone
can take at Shore Regional. It is a great
transition into seeing what a college course
may be like, all while learning in an adaptive,
creative environment.

Assist ant Principal
Senior Gail Weiner

Direct or of St udent
Services

Why should freshmen join IB? It
is not offered at a ton of other
schools and it has a very different
approach to typical classes, so be prepared.
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Jon at h an W ar n er

What should freshmen know
about IB? Take it if you like it,
and take it seriously.
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Why Should Students
It is never too early to start planning your
academic path. Students heading to Shore
Regional High School in the next few years can
get an even earlier
head-start on college
preparation by considering
joining the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
Program.

Program encompasses six disciplinary
experiences, demonstrating diversity in programs
of excellence. The program aims to develop
students who flourish
physically,
intellectually,
emotionally and
ethically. ?A Diploma
Program student
experiences unique
academic rigor
through a curricula
that develops
inquiring,
knowledgeable, caring
and motivated students,? described Dr. Seeley.
She added that Shore Regional has developed a
multi-year plan to expand
and improve their IB
program in the areas of
mathematics, science,
business, and the humanities.

According to Dr.
Dineen Seeley, Regional
Director of Curriculum and
Instruction, the ?IB
Diploma Program is
world-renowned and aims
to develop students who have excellent breadth
and depth of knowledge. It is recognized and
respected by the world?s leading
universities. Success in IB may result
in course credit, advanced standing
and scholarships at many
post-secondary institutions.?

In addition to making
graduates more attractive to
colleges and universities,
students who earn an IB
diploma have the added
advantage of earning college
credits in advance. ?I?ve
known no other program
where students get a whole
year or a whole semester of
credits at many colleges and
universities,? said Mr.
Warner. ?That?s unheard of in most cases. This
allows a freshman to begin at a more advanced
level when beginning college.?

Mr. Jon Warner, the Director of
Student Services, said, ?students
really need to look at what type of
learner they are and what program
would benefit them the most. For me,
the benefit of the IB program is in the
preparation for college that the
overall program provides. It?s more
inquiry-based and closely aligned to
the rigor that students experience in
college. When they get to college,
students who take the IB Diploma
Program feel like, ?I can do this.??
Dr. Seeley explained how the Diploma
6

Consider

an IB Diploma?

While students in
AP classes can also
earn college credits
for specific courses,
IB diploma students
can earn credits at a
much higher rate,
depending on each
college?s admission
system.
Mr. Warner added that the IB diploma
program as a whole
?shows a college
that a student is
ready on all levels to
take on college. The
IB diploma shows a
college that a
student has done a
broad-based
program on a high
level of learning. If
that was not a consideration, it would not be
a separate question on the college
application.?

hope to experience before
they graduate. In doing that,
they will better identify the
prerequisite ninth and tenth
grade courses to best
prepare them for junior year,
which is when students are
first eligible to enroll in IB
coursework and when they
must identify themselves as Diploma
Program candidates.
Mr. Warner added that
writing and reading are an
integral part of the IB
program, regardless of the
subject, so focusing on
those areas, even in math
and science, best helps to
prepare freshman and
sophomores for
transitioning into the IB
program.
?The IB program should be appealing to
every student. There are a
lot of different areas where
students can study and
levels within those areas,?
Mr. Warner emphasized.
?Students shouldn?t shy
away from an area of
interest in a high-level
course, because it?s
probably offered somewhere
within the IB program. The IB program is
non-restrictive and it?s open to everyone.?

Dr. Seeley said the
best strategy for
incoming freshmen is to
?begin with the end in
mind.? Rather than
looking only at the year
ahead, students should
consult with their
parents and guidance counselors to discuss
the types of courses and programs that they

Note: Photos taken pr ior to the 2020-2021 school year.
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